
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Well, well, well!!!  Another Probus year draws to a close 

with another year beginning.  Out with the old brigade and 

in with the new. 

 

I have enjoyed my time as President this past year.  It was a 

personal achievement for me.  In my time as a member 

(2008) of our Probus Club, I have been a committee member 

since 2009, also Book Swap Coordinator, Guest Speaker 

Co-Cordinator, and Theatre/Shows Co-ordinator 

(continuing), Vice President and President 2013-14, and 

from now Past President or Ex Officio this coming Probus 

year 2014-2915. 

 

The Committee and I have enjoyed our committee meetings 

at my home, followed by lunch with many thanks to my 

daughter Lee-Anne for providing the catering for us.  It has 

been a great time of business, fellowship and fun.  I thank all 

the committee for their hard work and support. 

 

Thank you to the members of the club who give of their time 

to make our club as great as it is.  The club is only as good 

as the people in it, those who organise activities and those 

who participate in the activities.  Thanks also to our 

newsletter and website editors, welfare, auditor, guest 

speaker membership, public and returning officer. 

 

Our change of venue from Narellan Library to the Narellan 

Community Centre Hall was a success with teething 

problems quickly being sorted out.  Thank you to the 

members who set up our meeting room and to the ladies 

who provide our morning tea. 

 

Our lunch after the meeting at Camden Golf Club (Studley) 

each month is always a nice time of fellowship.  I invite all 

members to come along and join with us. 

 

Thank you all for your support and kind words in my year as 

President, it is appreciated.  Welcome to the new President, 

Executive and Committee for 2014-2015.  I wish you every 

success. 

 

Joyce Reilly 

 

Quote:  Believe you can and you are half way there. 

 Theodore Roosevelt. 

 

  

 

GUEST SPEAKER – We do not have a Guest 

Speaker due to the Annual General Meeting 

 
 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2013/2014 

 
PRESIDENT  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

V. PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf    0466962867 

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Robert Bee    46474335 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

   Ronald Crawford    46477825 

Roslyn Hodgins    46257759

 Peter O’Loughlin    46266961 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford    46477825 

NEWSLETTER  Dorothy Fogarty    86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina    46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill    46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield    46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson     46479986 

  Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours  Peter O’Loughlin    4626 6961 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa                  46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 
Friday, 7 Mar 2014:  Thelma Hopkinson and 

     Sue Kijurina 

Friday, 4 April 2014: Cyril & Francoise Kirkland 

 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am   Also, if you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 
NEWSLETTERS:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

WELFARE – Sheila McAtamney 

I sent a card to Pat Foldes’ family with our 

condolences.   I have spoken to Marcia Pain last 

week and she is hoping to see us soon.  I also 

spoke to Sheila Smart and she also hopes to be 

back with us soon.  

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY:  

Pat Cranfield, Diane Donoghue, Brian Fogarty, Ros 

Hodgins, Robert Keyworth, David Milton, Margaret 

Rubesa, Jill Sams, Sheila Smart, Kathy Smith. 

 

 

A REMINDER ….. ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP 

FEES $40 DUE TO BE PAID BY 1
ST

 April 
 
If you pay the Treasurer, please have correct money in 

an envelope marked with your name, how much 

money, what it is for and whether it is cash or a 

cheque. 

 

If you pay by Electronic Transfer -  details for the 

General Account are: 

Combined Probus  Club of Narellan 

BSB  032 710  

Account No 156057  

Payee Reference (Name & what it is for – eg. Fees) 

 

 

HELP FOR THE FARMERS 

Jeanette Jackson is collecting "Toiletries" for donating 

to "St Vinnies" in Bourke to be distributed to the 

farmers in the area who are suffering from the drought. 

They can be brought to our March and April meetings 

for collection and we will be taking them with us on 

our  Narellan Probus  Bus Trip to Lightening Ridge via 

Bourke, in April.  This  is purely a voluntary  

contribution by our members if they wish to 

participate. I  appreciate your help, thanks Joyce Reilly 

 

 

 

 

VALE – PATRICIA FOLDES 
      23-12-1939 – 10-2-2014 

  
It is with great sadness that our member, Pat Foldes 

passed away on 10
th
 February following a very short 

and unexpected hospitalisation. 
 

Pat’s devotion to her family of four daughters, her 

sons-in-law and nine grandchildren, her three siblings 

and their families, her wide range of friends and the 

community was evident throughout her life.  Pat was a 

lady of religious conviction, interested in all sport, 

theatre and the arts and loved reading. 

 

Jeanette Jackson introduced Pat to Quota in 2003.  She 

became the involved member every Club likes to have 

– there to contribute and help wherever she could.    

Pat served on the Sisters of Charity Outreach Court 

Support program from 2002; was Treasurer of 

Liverpool Probus Club, joined the Management 

Committee for Liverpool Meals on Wheels.  Pat joined 

Narellan Probus on1 June 2012.    

 

A few years ago when she found she had “time on her 

hands” Pat began volunteering weekly at the Salvation 

Army Coffee Shop.  Pat was awarded the highest 

honour for her community work over many years by 

Liverpool City Council – the Gold Companion of the 

Order of Liverpool Award. 

 

A remarkable person, a great friend and a true helper 

for people she considered to be not as fortunate as 

others – Pat will be greatly missed by all who knew 

her. 

  

 

BAR CENTRALE - by “full as a goog” Ken 

 

Member Margaret Smith’s daughter Kim has finally 

opened her new café/bar in Queen Street, 

Campbelltown for business. Everything is homemade 

by Kim and her family. Thirty Narellan Probus 

gourmets descended on the café for our specially 

catered for Monday night dinner. And what a fantastic 

gourmet’s delight it was. 

 

First up, an entrée of Bruschetta, followed by a choice 

of either Bolognese or Penne Pasta. Whew….loosen 

the belt a little.  Next we had a choice of various 

Pizzas followed by a Banana or Strawberry Crepe for 

Dessert washed down with a beaut 

cappuccino…beautiful. 

 

So if you missed out on this Probus event make sure 

you visit Kim for breakfast or lunch Monday to 

Saturday at Bar Centrale “off” Queen Street in 

Skygarden Arcade. Thirty of us will definitely return. 
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SYDNEY MOUNTED POLICE STABLES 
              by Ken Starkey 

 

When you look into horses eyes your own soul 

recognises the soul of the horse as being part of your 

spiritual family through thousands of years of 

intertwined history and evolution.  That may be true 

but on the day that we visited the twenty magnificent, 

sometimes cheeky, horses at the Redfern Mounted 

Police Stables their big beautiful eyes were firmly 

focused on their treats of carrots and apples that we 

had for them. 

 

 
 

We were told by our Police Constable Tour Guide that 

traditionally the Mounted Police prefer to select 

geldings that are bay, brown or black in colour with a 

suitable temperament and must stand at least 16 hands 

high. After we had experienced a fascinating and 

rewarding tour of the North and South Stables and the 

horse’s exercise facilities it was boots and saddles time 

for the police as the horses were prepared and mounted 

in the parade area before heading off to Randwick 

Racecourse for a training exercise.  

 

It was now time for us to also exercise with a walk 

back to the Tapeo Café in downtown trendy Redfern 

for a yummy lunch, a coffee, and to reflect on our 

terrific day out with friends plus an unforgettable 

experience bonding with some magnificent and 

adorable “soul mates.” 

 

 

SHOALHAVEN RIVER CRUISE –  Bob Bee 

We had a full coach as we headed out from Narellan 

towards Nowra on the South Coast.  Peter, as usual, 

had arranged a lovely day after the rain that had 

blessed the area earlier in the week. 

2 ½ hours later, after an enjoyable trip of chatting or 

napping, we arrived at Nowra Wharf where our vessel, 

the Shoalhaven Explorer awaited us. At first sight from 

the coach, most of us said “we’ll never fit on that”, yet 

we did and that was with two extra ‘lucky’ 

independent tourists on board. 

Thankfully the open top deck had a full roof that kept 

the sun from our tender skins so we were all protected 

for the 3 ½ hour cruise. 

 

 

 

No-one could ever accuse the eastern reaches of the 

Shoalhaven River as being beautifully scenic. 

However the leisurely trip between the low tree-lined 

banks, populated by pelicans, cormorants and other sea 

birds, swarms of giant yellow jelly blubbers and 

numerous lazy fishermen in a wide variety of small 

boats, most of whom returned our friendly waves (the 

fishermen, not the birds), made for a very peaceful and 

relaxing morning. With an interesting and not overly 

intrusive commentary by the skipper about the history 

of the river, plus lots of conversation between our 

members, augmented by the drinks bar below, all 

agreed it was a very pleasant way to spend the day. 

When we arrived at the end of our easterly leg at a pier 

at Greenwell Point, the boat was met by the local Fish 

& Chips Shop owner with our lunch, which was deftly 

transferred across without, it seemed, the boat even 

stopping. Then we headed back the way we came 

while the boxes of fish (Blue Grenadier) and chips 

were handed out. Scrumptious! 

Because of the tides, it had taken 2 ½ hours to reach 

Greenwell Point from Nowra, yet it only took us 1 

hour to return. Go figure! 

We discovered that the Shoalhaven Cruise business 

was up for sale. For a mere $265,000 you could have 

the boat, business and goodwill. A bargain? 



We boarded our coach immediately on reaching 

Nowra Wharf again and Keith thrilled us with an 

alternative way home from the highway – up the steep 

and winding Kangaroo Valley Pass. What views, what 

hairpin bends, what fun.  

So we all safely arrived back at Narellan, after another 

grand day out. 

 

MUSICAL OF THE NIGHT – by Bob Warner 

Last Thursday morning 27th February 2014, Joyce 

arranged for 25 of our members to attend a concert, 

Musical of the Night, at Casula Powerhouse.  We 

were treated to yet another excellent show.  An 

amazing singer, Lena Cruz, started the show; she is a 

graduate of WAPPA and has performed most recently 

in An Officer and a Gentleman, Fame, Hair and 

Priscilla Queen of the Desert. 

 

Making more beautiful music was accomplished 

accordionist, Nick Bavarell, whose artistic ability with 

his instruments has been recognised and awarded also.  

All of these performers have their own highly 

successful cabaret shows which they perform 

nationally and on overseas cruise ships. 

 

The show concluded with Stephen Fisher-King who is 

a fantastic performer in musical theatre.  Stephen is a 

nine-time MO Award winner who has starred in many 

major musical theatre productions, including Cats, 

Hello Dolly, The New Rocky Horror Show, Evita and 

of course The music of Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

 

All 3 entertainers are Australian and it just proves that 

you can find excellent talent within our local area at a 

very reasonable cost.  

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 
  

          
Painting by Joy Tracey 

Any new members wishing to join the art group may 

call me (contact number is in the newsletter), the group 

meets every Thursday and has done so for nearly 5 

years, we regularly show our work in local exhibitions. 

We meet between 9am to 12 am. Hours are flexible, so 

is attendance. 

 

Most of us paint with acrylic and oil, beginners and 

experienced artists are welcome. 

 

There will be no Art on Thursday the 20
th

 of 

March. 

 
 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

The Book Club will be meeting on Monday, 12th 

March, (NB: a week earlier than usual). The book to be 

discussed is "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer", by 

Mark Twain. 

 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 25
th
 March at Camden R.S.L  

2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per person 

which includes bowls. 

 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our cards last month featured some die cut shapes and 

decorative embossing folders. At the next meeting on 

Tuesday 11
th
 March we will try some new stamps and 

different colour combinations. 

 

For new club members, I need to advise you that this 

group is limited to six members due to the size of my 

dining room and availability of multiple resources. 

There are currently no vacancies. 

 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

This will be our first get together for this year.  Please 

bring along your current project. We will discuss the 

year’s program. Also for the ladies who are interested 

in learning  how to crochet you need to bring 8ply 

wool and 4.00mm crochet hook. 

 

Our next craft dates are Tuesday 4
th

 March and 

and Tuesday 18
th

 March at 1.30pm.  

 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Unfortunately there will not be a Cards Night in March 

because both Casinos will be closed while the owners 

are on holidays. 

 

Nor will there be a Cards Night in April because of our 

Probus Lightning Ridge Tour. 

 

We will however return to our normal Cards Nights in 

May…stay tuned 



Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

The Gardening Group had a relaxing morning at Fay 

Bowen’s home last Friday, 28th February, and the 

bonus was to come away with some cuttings to try and 

strike in our own gardens. Our next get together is 

Friday 28th February at Auburn Botanic Gardens. All 

welcome.  Keep Potting 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins        
Plans are well underway for this year’s program which 

will be distributed next week. 

 

Our next Meeting will be on Friday 14
th
 March in the 

Activity Centre at 10am, where we will get our 

program.  In the meantime, have a look at your historic 

photo files so you will be familiar with the Historic 

Buildings of the area. We will set out to start our photo 

tour of the area.  Groups will be formed for following 

sessions that you all plan within your group. Bring 

walking shoes and camera gear. April 11
th
 will be a 

review of Historic photos and discussion of photo 

selection for Probus Magazine.  Happy Snapping 

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa\ 

 

March  
Walk:  Thursday 13th:  May Gibbs Home at Neutral 

Bay.  Depart Leumeah Station at 9.04am, catch ferry at 

Circular Quay to Neutral Bay Wharf.   Walk to the 

house (uphill). 

 

The program for the day at Nutcote - upon arrival 

morning tea in café,  watch a video on May Gibbs’ 

life, guided tour of house & gardens, lunch in café.  

Walk to ferry at Kurraba Wharf. 

Cost: $5.50 Pay on day. 

Cost does not cover any beverages or food. 

 

Once numbers have been notified, if you cancel you 

still have to pay. 

  
Saturday 15th: "Pictures in the Paddock"  at our 

house in Macquarie Grove Road. 

Arrive at 6.30pm, the evening will be called the  

"3 PPP's"- means" Pictures, Pizza, Pyjamas" 
Will have pizza on the night, view movie in paddock 

and pyjamas must be worn. 

Bring along a chair to sit on, drinks for yourself & a 

very small plate for supper. 

Limited to 30 people.   

 

 Dinner:  Monday 24th: At "Essen Restaurant" 

54 Queen Street,  Campbelltown.  Arrive at 6.30pm. 

Choose meal off menu.   Pay on night. 

  

May:  
Dinner:  Thursday, 29th:  Probus Birthday 

Celebration 

Arrive at 6.30pm. 

Campbelltown Catholic Club. 

3 course meal, tea & coffee served with birthday cake. 

Cost TBA 

 

 

Shows-Joyce Reilly 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

March 2014 

The Lion King –  Wed 12
th
 March 2014   

 Capitol Theatre 1pm 

 

Premier’s Concert Tuesday 18
th
 March 11am 

Sydney Entertainment Centre, Haymarket 

 

NOTE: Still looking at dates/tickets for 

Sydney Costume Display – Miss  Phryne Fisher  

Old Government  House Parramatta - $13 each 

Will advise. 

 

June 2014 

Two for the Show – Bryan Davies &  Roland Storm 

50’s & 60’s music 

Thursday 19
th
 June 14 – 11am 

Casula Powerhouse $17 Pay Feb meeting 

Complimentary morning tea from 10am. 

 

July 2014 

Strictly Ballroom – Wednesday 30
th
 July 1pm 

Lyric Theatre – Star Casino $85 Pay Now March 

 

September 2014 

The King and I – Opera House Sydney 

Will advise date if successful in obtaining tickets. 

Put your name on list if interested. 

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 
Our next meeting (this coming Friday) is our AGM, 

10.00am start in our new hall.  We will start with our 

regular monthly meeting, where amongst other items 

we have to accept our new Constitution (which has 

been approved by PSP) and Standing Resolutions. 

 

After morning tea will be our AGM with annual 

reports and the election of our new management 

committee. 

 

Payment for our trip to the Ken Duncan Art Gallery is 

due at this meeting, also due for payment are Club 

Fees, still only $40 each, please remember if paying 

online, to place funds in the correct account, Club 

Fees in the General Account, 032710 156057, payment 

for trips in the Tours Account 032710 121110 and for 

any Shows which Joyce organises into the Show 

Account 032710 157367. Funds credited into the 

incorrect account only creates excess work for the 

committee. 
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Travel Tales – Sue Kijurina for Kathy & Malcolm  

Robert Keyworth presented his beautiful photos, from 

various coach trips and walks we did from 2007 to 

2009, at our February Travel Tales. It brought back a 

lot of wonderful memories of places we have been and 

of those who travelled with us. Colette’s background 

commentary was very entertaining. This month Marion 

Pritchett will share her photos of the UK and Europe. 

 

Newsletter Contributions 
Members’ Contributions to the Newsletter are always 

welcome. If you have an anecdote, brief member 

profile, a Probus photo story or report to share with our 

members then contact Dorothy on 86249314, email 

bfogarty@clrv.org.au, or speak with her at a meeting.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gypsy Guitarist by Francoise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR: 
 

Weekly Events: 

 Golf on Tuesday 

 Art on Thursday 

Mar 4 Craft with Mary 

Mar 7 AGM Meeting,  Narellan Community Centre, 

Queen Street 10.00am 

Mar 11 Card Making with Marion 

Mar 12 Lion King, Capitol Theatre 1pm 

Mar 12 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Mar 13 Walk: May Gibbs Home ‘Nutcote’ 

Mar 14 Photography with Ros 

Mar 15 Pictures in the Paddock  6.30pm 

Mar 18 Craft with Mary 

Mar 19 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Mar 21 Tour: Ken Duncan Gallery 

Mar 24 Dinner: “Essen Restaurant” Campbelltown

 6.30pm 

Mar 28 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 28 Cards at Glen Alpine 7.00pm 

Apr 1 Craft with Mary 

Apr 4 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre 

Queen Street 10.00am 

Apr 8 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 11 Photography with Ros 

Apr 15 Craft with Mary 

Apr 16 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Apr 18-21  Easter 

Apr 22-30  The Opal Fields 

Apr 29 Bowls at Camden RSL 

May 2 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre 

Queen Street 10.00am 

May 6 Craft with Mary 

May 9 Photography with Ros 

May 13 Card Making with Marion 

May 16 Tour: Westpac Lifesaver Helicopter  

Rescue Base 

May 19 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

May 21 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

May 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

May 29 Anniversary Dinner Campbelltown Catholic 

Club 6.30pm 

May 30 Cards 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  7 Mar 2014 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  4 Apr 2014 

                 10am –12noon 


